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Mike Mittanck / Owner Darin Graves / Herd manager
(801) 489-7440
822 North 700 East MAPLETON,UTAH
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From:
Rabbits

What you should know
about our reader services

Subscriptions: To get your own copy
of Rabbits, sent to your home every
month, send $10 along with your name

- and address, Please add $4 per year, pay-

able in .S, funds, for delivery outside the
0.8,

Advertising: To place an ad. or for ad
vertising information, write to Dave Belan-
ger. Advertising Manager, at the address
below. Display rates are $12 per column
inch. Breeders listings, $15/yr.

Questions, problems, and com-
ments: For prompt personal service on
matters dealing with your subseriphon.
contact Pat Weber Crreulation Manager

- Questions, letters, articles and photographs/
artwork should be directed to Al Lunde.

Change of address: To send your
magazne to the correct address, we
need lo know about any changes as far
in advance as possible Be sure to in-
clude your old label along with your
new address

Renewals: The date of the last issue
on your current subscription is printed
on the left side of the top line of your
mailing label Example: 8112, Decem-
ber. 1981, 1s the last issue on the sub-
scription. Send your renewal early to
guarantee uninterrupted service. Rates:
One year, $10; two years $20. Add
$4 per year, in U.S. funds for delivery
outside the U.,S.

The Hotot Rabbit

The Hotot Rabbit Breeders International
was founded in 1979 to promote ang
encourage the breeding and improvement
of the Hotot.

Members aggressively promote the Hotot |
through active club membership and are
quick to point out the Hotot's advantages for |
food, fur, fancy and experimental purposes.
It's elegant and graceful appearance arouses
attention at the show table. The frosty white
sheen of its pelt and abundance of guard
hairs, adding long-wearing durability, make
the Hotot outstanding to the fur trade. The:
food source industry takes note of the Hotofs
production ability and it's capacity for reach-
ing marketable weight quickly. Being a white
rabbit, but with colored eyes, and having
somewhat longer ears with prominent blood
vessels allowing easier injections and blogd
extraction, the Hotot is very desirable in
many laboratory experiments. These ad-
vantages make it the rabbit to rank along
side the New Zealand and Californian in
popularity, '

Through its quarterly publication, the
Hotot International News, perspective Hotot |
breeders and fanciers are educated and en-
couraged to advance and promote the breed.
The HRBI also makes available to its mem-
bership; our six-color embroidered arm
patch, packets of promotional flyers, sta-
tionery and pedigrees.

Show sanctions are made available to
both open and youth shows with the HRBI
awarding the winners of Best Display, Best of '
Breed, Best Opposite Sex, Best Pre-Junior
and Best Fur. Also awarded are the top five
winners of the sweepstakes series, which
runs from July 1 through June 30. a

HRBI members feel very close to their |
breed and io their support of the organiza-
tion. We would like to welcome you to dis-
cover the HREI and to become a part of
making the Blanc de Hotot, Number One.

e e e T e

Other Countryside Publications:
Countryside Publications,. Ltd. publishes
Backyard Poultry, (39); Countryside,
(315); Dailry Goat Guide, ($10); Nation-
al Stock Dog, (quarterly, $5); and sheepl!,
($12). Add $4 in U.S. funds for delivery
outside the U.5. Allow 6-8 weeks for first
155Ue o arrive.

ol

Rabbits ® Reader Service ® Countryside Publications. Ltd

312 Portland Road. Waterloo, Wisconsin 53594

16/Rabbits, October 1982

Hotot Rabbit
Breeders

International

Secretary; Bob D, Whitman,
2355 Rusk
Beaumont, Texas 77702

Dues: Youth — $5, Adult — $10,
Husband and Wife — $14 and
Overseas — $18,




Roots

Searching the Blanc de Hotot’s Past

by Bob Whitman

or a long time in certain white rabbits,
F there have been those having the area
around the eye more or less colored or
having a colored circle around the eye and
also having some colored patches on the
body. The iris of the eye of these rabbits
is entirely colored. All of these rabbits have
sfripes, streaks or patches on an already
white body.

Until World War [, the Hotot was not
known under an actual name. In his journal,
Eugene Meslay, talked of a Giant White with
black eyes of Madame Bernhard. It was not
until 1920 that the breed was first shown at
the Exposition Internationale d’Aviculture in
Paris; under the name, Geant Blanc de
Hotot.

In 1921, at the Paris Exposition, Bernhard
showed a buck weighing six kilos — about
132 pounds. This rabbit placed a first and
a second in the fur exhibit and became the
highlight of the exposition, selling for an all
time high amount.

The standard established by Bernhard was
officially recognized and accepted by the
Commission des Standards de Francaise on
October 13, 1922. In the original French
text, there was no mention of the black
bands around the eyes, but of black eye-
lashes and lower eye lids, more or less
colored grey.

Belgian author, W. Collier, stated, “We
have seen excellent animals, having lids and
lashes forming blackish spectacles.” It was
when this “spectacle eye” appeared frequent-
ly that the Swiss quickly included it into their
standards. The European Hotot of today is a
white rabbit with black eye bands. The Giant
Blanc de Hotot with the grayish eye band
and black eye lids and lashes took a backseat
until it completely vanished from the show
rooms throughout the world.

The Hotot was imported to Switzerland in
1927 and it was here where the breed found
the greatest recognition. Berne, Switzerland
and the surrounding area became known as
the “Stronghold of the Hotot Rabbit.” England
imported the breed in 1970 and these rabbits
were exhibited at the Bradford Championship
in 1972. The breed is now extinct in the
United Kingdom.

Author Bob Whiteman and Hotot,

Derived from Hotot-en-Auge, geographi-
cally nestled in a lust green valley of Nor-
mandy {near the port of Le-Havre in north-
ern France, an area known for its apple
cider and superior dairy products) come the
name and the rabbit, Blanc de Hotot —
White of Hotot.

Madam E. Bernhard, chatelaine de Cal-
vados, who owned a large rabbitry of Geant
de Flanders (Flemish Giants) and Geant
Papillion Francais (Checkered Giants), has
been given total credit in originating the
Blanc de Hotot. Bernhard’s goal was to pro-
duce a large white rabbit with black eyes of
multi-purpose qualities for meat, fur and
show. The year in which she began her
breeding program to produce the Hotot is
clouded, however, published dates lead us
to believe it was in 1902. It was resolved
by Bernhard to work only with the Geant
Papillion Francais. Through the process of
elimination, Bernhard saved only animals
which were lightly marked. A mental picture
can easily be drawn of the goal the Baroness
set for herself and the numerous, 500 plus,
matings, that would produce the Hotot rab-
bit we now have today.

The first markings to disappear were the
flank spots. The ears and spine markings
proved to be extremely difficult, in spite of
the various splits in these markings. The last
of the markings to fade were the eye circles
(bands} being almost impossible to eradicate.

Several years passed with Chatelain (Ba-
roness) of Hotot refusing to sell any of her
stock as litters were still throwing marked
rabbits. Freddrick Joppich, a great German
breeder of the Hotot for over 30 years,
confirmed this, stating, “The marked rabbit
throw-backs were nearly impossible to eli-
minate, as the English Spots and Checkered
Giants.” The Hotot rabbit we now have has
had the desired characteristics since 1912,
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IMBALANCE?

PERIODIC STRESS?

Fight Back with AQUA-VITE!
AQUA-VITE, the water soluble vitamin
supplement, can make the difference
between well balanced and yo-yo, s0-50
nutrition for your rabbits or cavies by
supplying a constanl and controlled
source of many essential vitamins and
minerals, including A, D, K, C, B-12 and
others.

Pelleting and storage may reduce the
nutritional levels you think your animals
are getting. AQUA-VITE can guaranlee
those levels for you. Even on ‘off-feed'
days animals will drink AQUA-VITE fort-
ified fresh water.
Order AQUA-VITE today:
3 oz irial size $3.50 ppd.
6 oz (150 gal.) $5.30 ppd.
Prices subject to change without notice.

@ Nutritional

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES INC.
Box 354 Dept. R, So. Whitley, IN 46787 4
Manufacturers since 1934

the “Stronghold of the Hotot Rabbit.” England
imported the breed in 1970 and these rab-
bits were exhibited at the Bradford Cham-
pionship in 1972. The breed is now extinct
in the United Kingdom.

We have just learned that the Hotot was
imported from France to America in the
mid-1920’s by Dr. Wade Wright of the Metro-
politan Life Insurance Company of New
York. Wright in turn gave these animals to
Dr. Wade Brown of the Rockefeller Institute,
The Geant Blanc de Hotot was listed in the
1928 Standard of Perfection of the Ameri-
can Rabbit Association; describing the breed
as an eight to 11 pound animal with black
eyes, head large and strong, ears carried
in a “V” shape, large and pointed. Fur fine,
soft and brilliant. The rabbit is Flemish type,
large, long and massive.

In 1930 Dr. William Ernest Castle ob-
tained two Hotots from Dr. Brown. Carrying
out extensive genetic experiments with
Hotots, he reported his results in “Contri-
butions To The Genetics Of The Domestic
Rabbit,” Carnegie Institution of Washington,
1932. When the Hotot became extinct in
America is not recorded.

[ re-introduced the Hotot to America. The
first shipment of two pair arrived in Houston,

Coffeyville, Kansas F.O.B.

No. Size

V1 18x 18x 18
V2 24x24x 18
V3 24x30x 18
Va 30x30x18
V5 36x18x 18
V6 36x30x18
V7 48x24x 18
V8 48x 30x 18
V9 48x30x 18
V10 60x30x 18
V11 72x30x 18
V12 72x30x 18

912 and 11Y2 inch widths.

GORDON FRY EQUIPMENT CO.
Rt. 4, Box 63A4, Chapman Rd., Coffeyville, KS 67337

Top quality cages. Cages come with J clips, door latches and door hangers, Side and
top wire 14 gauge 2 x 1, bottom wire 1 x /2 wire 16 gauge. Cages are shipped flat from

Baby saver wire available. Quantity discounts on 10 or more. (Note: Cages V1 to
V7 can be shipped, all other motor freight. Check on our prepaid cage prices.)

Fine X feeders (help eliminate dust, $36.40 per dozen ppd.) come in 314, 5Y2, 7Yz,

Carrying cases: CC10 — 24 x 16 x 9 — 3 holes $17.00 postpaid
CC20 — 28 x 16 x9 — 4 holes $18.00 postpaid
CC30 — 24 x 12x 7 — 4 holes $16.00 postpaid
CC40 — 16 x 16 x9 — 2 holes $15.00 postpaid

1 x 1 sides and tops, 1 x 1/ floors and petitions, removable galvanized bottoms.
Complete line of rabbit equipment, complete catalog -
2 first class stamps.
Prices subject to change without notice.

Price

$ 6.00
9.80
10.50
12.95
15.00
15.00
17.95
21.00
17.50
24.00
27.00
31.00

Compt.

O DD — DD DD
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Texas at 2:45 p.m. June 25, 1978, This
shipment came from Fernande Eberli of
Saint Louis, France.

Margaret Henderson received a second
shipment from Silvea Amen of Castres,
France, consisting of three does and one
buck. The shipment arrived in Albuquerque,
New Mexico, on July 2, 1978,

The first litter of Hotots born in the U.S.
came only July 24, 1978, This litter con-
sisted of eight — six Hotots, one Boxer and
one Silver Piebald.

America’s first public viewing of the Hotot
was at the New Mexico State Fair when
Henderson and I exhibited two 6-8 does.
These rabbits were judged per the translated
French standard on September 17, 1978
by Jack Mundhenk.

Eleven Hotots were presented at the 55th
ARBA Convention and Show in 1978 at
Saginaw, Michigan, where the ARBA
Standards Committee recommended the ac-
ceptance of the Blanc de Hotot. It was on
March 5, 1979 that the American Rabbit
Breeders Association approved the Blanc
de Hotot as a standard breed. What has
been a long sought after dream for many
became reality. The Blanc de Hotot was
officially recognized in the United States.

The Hotot Rabbit Breeders International
was founded, with the ARBA approving and
accepting application for charter, on May 21,
1979. Fourteen interested breeders and
fanciers of the Hotot became the charter
members of this organization. O

Give unique Christmas gifts
to your country-loving friends—
Artistic Impressions rubber stamps!

}
f’i
E:\

.,
\ied
ol $4.50 ea. PPd

or send $1.00 for country/Christmas catalog
wide selection

Loan

avg size 1Y

Finely detailed "Country life” illustrations and
holiday moifs are now available as rubber stamps
These original drawings are designed for expressing
vour own individuality and interests, or to give

as unique gifts of self-expression

1984 Artish [rmpressions

You can easily handstamp special Christmas caeds or
E;ersunal correspondence and envelopes Alse use to
righten party invila-
lions, giftwraps & lags ARTISTIC &
packages. and more
Inspiring “how-to”

\_ ideas mcluded Box 627 A Windham, NH 03087

ampng medhs




Silver Piebald

At First Look

by Bob Whitman

ook in the nest box and what do you

find — one to 10 Hotots. Not always?!
Now that I have been breeding Hotots since
July 1978, [ can look back at those eager
moments when | peeked into the Hotots’
nest box for the first time only to see that [
didn't always have two liny eye bands on
each rabbit. In the first litter of Hotots born
in America there were two oddballs. The
first mismarked one that stood out like a sore
thumb, looked like a badly marked Dutch.
As this particular rabbit grew, the black sec-
tions began to show more and more white
hairs, The marking was dubbed a Silver Pie-
bald. The other rabbit in the litter had only
one eye band, therefore it was called a
Boxer.

These mismarked rabbits were sometimes
raised to fryer size; some even made it to the
roaster stage before being destroyed and as
they grew certain items were soon noticed.
The Boxers were always small rabbits, very
refined in their features. Their fur was very
silky and fine, lying close to the body. Heads

always appeared to be narrow as the rest of
the rabbit and strangely enough, all Boxers
were bucks. In the years and months since
the first Boxer was born I've raised six ani-
mals with this particular type and have yet
to see a doe,

The Silver Piebalds almost took an oppo-
site turn in many respects from the Boxers.
I've found this marking far more likely in a
litter over the Boxer. Most litters will have
one, some two. ['ve had reports of as many
as eight in the litter being Piebalds. The
Piebalds that I have kept to marketing age
have caused me to shake my head in won-
derment, because all have been bucks. Body
structure has been bold and heavy, longer
ears than usual, bull heads, coarse type fur,
open and longer than what our standard
calls for. The Piebalds have been extremely
docile, whereas the Boxers are very active.

I'm one to look deeply into things, how-
ever [ have never attempted to mate these
mismarked animals with the fear that through
future generations of breeding the marking
might appear more prolific in the litters. Be-
sides, In order to keep my Hotot herd with
all registered animals in the breeding pro-
gram, there is little room for the mismarked

but to try them out on one of the many
Lapin Blanc recipes.

One breeder reported getting Hotots with
the proper eye band marking. These rab-
bits grew, however, into fluff balls; namely
Angora Hotots. I too had one born, a buck,
that appeared to resemble an Angora. The
rabbit had no value to me whatsoever in
a Hotot breeding program so it was put to
the knife. I concluded that no doubt some-
where down the line in France to improve
on the breed fur, the Angora was used. This
gave the New Zealand breeders years of
headaches in the US years ago when they
felt they could improve the New Zealand’s
fur by making a cross using Angora. For
years this gene remained in many lines and
once in a great while it would crop up in the
nest box. Should this ever arise in your
Hotots, it is suggested that you test mate
the doe again and should the woolier ap-
pear, destroy the doe or buck, whichever
the case may be.

Summing it all up, we can still be thankful
that when we look into the nest box for the
first time, little Hotots will be the majority
rule. Much success in your breeding pro-
gram. (]
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r—The Homestead Rabbit Continued from page 13.

12 pages of basic advice on raising rabbits for
meat in your own backyard. Sue Pfrang,
former editor of Rabbits magazine, details

and Rottweilers s
s breed selection, feeding, housing and more

Champsire pups and adults bred
Tar supwrinr size, confurmatian,

el appearance.

in this informative booklet. For your copy, The medulla of the guard fiber, or the

send $2.50 to:

s sulting in what is known as an agout
!

—SHIPPING WORLDWIDE—

Am tican Fxpress, Visa 3 b 2
e e ; fiber's hollow center, is larger than the
KIMBERTAL KENNELS !
Kimberton, Pa, 19442 215-933-4982 or 933.3600 Countryside, Hwy. 19E., Waterloo, WI 53594 medulla in the undercoat. More often [han

not, the medulla of fur fibers are what are
called ladder type. A ladder type medulla
is formed by hollow air pockets in the center
of the fiber alternated with bridge like struc-
tures made up of cells of the cortex. The

Complete G LICK hollow areas serve as added insulation for
RABBITRY : the animal, The undercoat of rabbits has
i commonly been referred to as wool or under-
s ALL WIRE CAGES ; wool. This is a misnomer. As mentioned
» SELF FEEDERS (solid or perforated bottoms) j earlier, wool does not contain a medulla.
e METAL NEST BOXES (for sanitation) : Guard fur is a slightly different shape than
e CARRYING CAGES underfibers. The whole fip of the guard
e AUTOMATIC WATERING SYSTEM i hair is formed into a flattened, shield shape
e TATTOO EQUIPMENT : that then goes into a pointed tip. Underfur
« WELDED WIRE does not flatten out toward the end, but
s TOOLS, and other miscellaneous supplies . directly forms a pointed tip.
WRITE FOR “COMMERGIAL RABBIT RAISER'S GUIDE" Rabbits do moult. That is, they shed their

AND RABBITRY SUPPLY CATALOG —$2.00 g fur seasonally to grow a new coat. Baby
& rabbits begin to moult their nest fur at ap-

M } 3 proximately two months of age. Shedding
e. ' continues to occur every three to four months

420 EAST 9TH ST. e BOX 1649 e GILROY, CA 95020 e (408) 842-7542 | throughout a healthy rabbit’s life. Some rab-
4 bits that are raised specifically for their fiber

to be used in fabrics, such as Angora, have
their coats plucked every three months. Fur
harvested in this manner is at its optimum
length. When rabbits are plucked for their
fiber, fur lost during moulting is minimal when
compared to rabbits that are not plucked.-
Plucking encourages a richer, thicker under-
coat to grow in. Occasionally, rabbits are
sheared rather than plucked to remove fibers. |
This fur removing technique, however, does
not encourage a thicker new growth nor
lessen the length of moulting periods. Shear-
We're ing also produces a shorter fiber that is not

Regardless of why

you want a Rex members of: as desirable to the yarn processors as
rabbit, we've got « WRBA plucked fur.

the one for you! » KRRSC [ hope your now have a clearer under-
We offer; » U&IRBA standing of fur and its characteristics. These

+ The highest quality avalable « American Rabbit Breeder's Assoc characteristics give rabbit fur the qualities that

= Consistent show winners + National Rex Rabbit Club make it desirable in the marketplace for

* Shipping with two-week guarantee  * Rocky Mountain Breeder's Assoc fashion furs and soft textured fabrics. 0 i

on all stock

When you're buying for the “Wright”

* All 22 natural colors avalable reason, ours is the “Wright" stock

¢ Outstanding breeding stock

Intermountain Rex Breeder’s Association” send to: IRBA Dept RS P
P.O Box 737 Pl Grove, Utah 84062

= Championship lines Call todzy (801) 785-9317 Bibliography
s S O O e s EEm S Naether, Carl A., The Book of the Domesticated
l YES! | would like to have more nformation about quality Rex stock from I Eab:iti gg;id McKay Colk Inc. New York, New
ork. .

Satin Facls, American Satin Breeders Association.

I Name I Bloomington, lilincis. 1976.
Aikdiess Von Bergen, Werner, Wool Handbook, Vol. 1. In-
l City/State/ Zip I flegrzg'ence Publishers, New York, New York.
Phone '
l Wingate, Isabel, Textile Fabrics and Their Selec-
L N B B N B BN N | tion. Prentice-Hall, Ine. New York, New York.

A dession of Manarch International Company 1949 Third edition.
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